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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the RCE filed on 1 1/30/2004. 

2. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gryphon (U.S. 6,233,537) 
to claims 1 -22 is moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Claims 1 and 10 have been amended. 

4. Claims 1-22 are pending. 

5. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gryphon 
(U.S. 6,233,537) in view of Ernst (U.S. 5,890,133). 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C: 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gryphon 
(U.S. 6,233,537) in view of Ernst (U.S. 5,890,133). 

i 

Per Claim 1 (Amended): 

Gryphon teaches a method of generating a process plan ("A modeling system for the 
visual presentation of event-driven business processes, composed of multiple plan elements, is 
provided." in column 1, lines 50-65) comprising: storing at least one generic process plan, 
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storing at least one non-generic process element containing a predetermined pattern ("Visual 
BML is modular. Each Visual BML diagram, referred to as a "plan," describes the attributes and 
relationships of a single planned process. Each symbol can be deployed (reused) within the 
plans for other symbols as appropriate " in column 2, lines 1-5), searching said at least one 
generic process plan for the predetermined pattern contained by at least one non-generic process 
element, on detection of the predetermined pattern, inserting content from said at least one non- 
generic process element into the generic process plan to newly generate a process plan so that the 
newly generated process plan contains process instructions that are non-identical than that of the 
generic process plan, and outputting the newly generated process plan (column 6, lines 1-20; 
column 6, lines 47-67 to column 7, lines 1-57; "Action" is interpreted as a non-generic process 
element, where "Action" is associated with "Step". A generic process plan is defined as a 
sequence of Steps, where each step is searched for an action that is associated with the step, and 
then an action is defined and deployed as part of the step; thereby, generating a new process 
plan.). Gryphon does not explicitly teach to newly generate a process plan at runtime. Ernst 
teaches to newly generate a process plan at runtime (column 7, lines 9-23). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the computer art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify the method disclosed by Gryphon to newly generate a process 
plan at runtime using the teaching of Ernst. The modification would be obvious because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to take into consideration the dynamic behavior of 
the flow of business process (Ernst, column 2, lines 33-36). 



Per Claim 2: 
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The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches the steps of 
receiving for storage at least one generic process plan and receiving for storage at least one non- 
generic process element (column 8, lines 16-25). 

Per Claim 3: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches each stored generic 
process plan is indexed in accordance with a goal to be achieved by the plan, receiving a goal 
input, and selecting a generic process plan for searching, said selection being in accordance with 
the received goal input (column 6, lines 1-14). 

Per Claim 4: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches at least one non- 
generic process element comprises resource information, identifying one or more resources to 
support a process step in a generated process plan (column 6, lines 56-66). 

Per Claim 5: 

The rejection of claim 4 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches each stored non- 
generic process element comprising resource information is indexed in accordance with one or 
more relevant resources (column 6, lines 56-66). 



Per Claim 6: 
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The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches at least one inserted 
process element comprises data (column 6, lines 56-66). 

Per Claim 7: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches at least one non- 
generic process element comprises context specific method steps or data and is indexed for 
storage according to the relevant context (column 6, lines 56-66). 

Per Claim 8: 

The rejection of claim 7 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches the context for at 
least one non-generic process element is service type (column 6, lines 46-66). 

Per Claim 9: 

The rejection of claim 7 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches the context for at 
least one non-generic process element is customer type (column 6, lines 56-66). 

Per Claim 21: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches wherein the content 
introduces new process steps with respect to the generic process plan (column 7, lines 37-40 and 
lines 52-57). 



Per Claim 22: 
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The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and Gryphon further teaches wherein the content 
advises existing process steps of the generic process plan (column 6, lines 10-12). 

Per Claims 10 (Amended) & 11-20: 

These are apparatus versions of the claimed method discussed above (claims 1-9 and 21- 
22, respectively), wherein all claim limitations also have been addressed and/or covered in cited 
areas as set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also obvious. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed to 
Qamrun Nahar whose telephone number is (571) 272-3730. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mondays through Thursdays from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM. The examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kakali Chaki, can be reached on (571) 272-3719. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or processing is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

QN 

December 16, 2004 
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